
Calendar 
of Events 
 

 January 15, 2015 
February Newsletter 
Deadline 

 January 17, 2015 
East Central Division  
Competitions at Law-
rence University 

 February 6, 2015 
Executive Board 
Meeting Teleconfer-
ence 

 February 7, 2015 
Young Artists Festival 
in Appleton, WI 

 February 21, 2015 
Deadline for Badger 
Collegiate Perform-
ance Competition 

 February 
(Variable Dates) 
Deadline for District 
Auditions 

 March 21, 2015 
Badger Collegiate 
Performance Compe-
tition 

 March 
(Variable Dates) 
District Auditions 

Letter From The President 

The system and work out as many program-

ming bugs as possible. Please thank them! 

 

Finally, the new WMTA website is nearly fin-

ished.  Most information has been moved from 

the old site to the new site.  Only the new site is 

being updated at this point as we phase out the 

old site so please assume that the most up to 

date information is on the new site.  Site con-

tent has been carefully reviewed by the website 

committee both in terms of content as well as 

location on the site.  Please don’t hesitate to 

contact WMTA if you see that something is 

missing.  You can find the new site at the fol-

lowing link: 

  http://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/ 

 

Thank you to those of you who were able to 
attend the state conference and vote in our 
election.  I am happy to announce that 
Nicholas Phillips was elected as President-
Elect, taking over as President in October 
2015.  We will look forward to his leadership. 
 

As always, thank you for being a vital member 

of WMTA.  Being a member of this organiza-

tion means that you value having membership 

in a professional association.  Best wishes to 

you for this holiday season! 

December 2014 

Wisconsin 
Music Teachers 

Association 

Part of MTNA 

Looking ahead to the next couple of months in 

Wisconsin, we have several things to be excited 

about as members of WMTA. 

 

First of all, Wisconsin is hosting the East Central 

Division competitions on Saturday, January 17.  

Competitions will take place at Lawrence Uni-

versity throughout the day.  If you have any 

questions about the event, please contact me as I 

have a more detailed schedule.  Competitions 

are free and open to the public.  A schedule 

overview is available on the division portal, via 

the MTNA website, at the following link: 

  http://eastcentral.mtna.org/ 

 

As state president, I have traveled to the last five 

division competitions and am constantly im-

pressed by the level of competitions.  Competi-

tion levels include junior (ages 11-14), senior 

(ages 15-18) and young artist (ages 19-26).  Jun-

ior competitors are often playing repertoire one 

hears played by college-age students.  And the 

level of playing increases from there!  If you and 

your students are able to attend, I know that you 

will learn a great deal. 

 

Secondly, the Ovation computer system will be 

rolled out statewide for district and Badger audi-

tions this year.  Last year’s test sites went well 

and we are excited to be unveiling the program 

to the entire state. There will certainly be some 

bumps as everyone learns how to register stu-

dents online, but we look forward to the in-

creased communication it will allow us around 

the state.  Suzanne Fauser, Rita Schuman and 

your district audition chairs have been in regular 

communication over the past 2 years to tweak 

Catherine Walby, NCTM 

WMTA President 

In this issue 

Membership Update P.5 

 District Audition Schedule P.7   

MTNA Foundation News P.9 

2014 Conference Photos  P.14-15 

http://www.wisconsinmusicteachers.com/
http://eastcentral.mtna.org/


Executive Board 
PRESIDENT:  

Catherine Walby, NCTM  catherine.walby@lawrence.edu 

PRESIDENT ELECT:  

Nicholas Phillips,NCTM  phillins@uwec.edu 

PAST-PRESIDENT: 

Gail Heywood, NCTM  gailheywood0@gmail.com 

1ST VP-CONFERENCE: 

Gail Heywood, NCTM  gailheywood0@gmail.com 

2ND VP-MEMBERSHIP: 

Arlyss Troge  etroge@sbcglobal.net 

TREASURER: 

Rachel Fritz  rachelfritz@yahoo.com 

BADGER COLLEGIATE COMPETITION: 

Drea Wagner, NCTM   drea.e.wagner@gmail.com 

BADGER KEYBOARD: 

Kayme Henkel, NCTM  kaymehenkel@yahoo.com 

BADGER VOCAL/INSTRUMENTAL: 

Nancy Burman, NCTM  music_mommy@hotmail.com 

ARTS AWARENESS AND ADVOCACY: 

Bethany Hartlaub   bjhartlaub@ghartlaub.com 

COLLEGE FACULTY REP: 

Owen Lovell, NCTM  lovelloc@uwec.com 

DISTRICT AUDITIONS: 

Rita Schuman, NCTM  tschoo@centurytel.net 

INDEPENDENT MUSIC TEACHERS FORUM: 

Sandy Ryan   sandy@sussexmusiclessons.com 

HIGH SCHOOL VIRTUOSO COMPETITION: 

Mary Tollefson, NCTM   tollefso.mary@uwlax.edu 

LOCAL ASSOCIATION/MENTORING: 

Lisa Zwiefelhofer  lisazwiefelhofer@gmaill.com 
 

Administrative Council 
ARCHIVIST: Monica Scholz  mscholz@wi.rr.com 

MTNA CERTIFICATION: Justin Krueger, NCTM  justind.krueger@gmail.com 

MTNA FOUNDATION: Laura Swenson, NCTM   mrsswen@wi.rr.com 

MTNA STUDENT COMPOSITION: Peggy Otwell   otwellpmusic@gmail.com 

MTNA COMPOSER COMMISSIONING:  Michael Mizrahi   michael.d.mizrahi@lawrence.edu 

MTNA YOUNG ARTIST/CHAMBER MUSIC:  Mary Tollefson, NCTM   tollefso.mary@uwlax.edu 

MTNA JR. & SR. PERFORMANCE COMPETITION: Christine Groth, NCTM   caba@charter.net 

THEORY: Diane Wilson   Swnewlondon@aol.com 

TECHNOLOGY: Luke Talen   luketalen@me.com 

TEACHER AWARD OF EXCELLENCE: Drea Wagner, NCTM   drea.e.wagner@gmail.com 

WEBMASTER: Elisabeth Daniels   webmaster@wmta.net 
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Since 1910, Wisconsin Music Teachers 
Association has continued in its goal 
to develop, maintain, and recognize 
high standards of music instruction 
and performance in 
Wisconsin. 

We accomplish this by 
supporting  students 
and educators with 
events, resources and a 
powerful network of 
likeminded individuals.   

By providing structure 
and activities at local, 
state, divisional, and 
national levels, we work 
together to accomplish goals which 
couldn't be achieved by working 
alone. 

The first official meeting of the WMTA 
was held on June 22, 1910 in Apple-
ton Wisconsin under the direction of 
the first president, Dean William 
Harper.  

Our state now has 16 active local 
associations which provide regular 
meetings, student programs, 
teacher development, membership 

networking and so 
much more.  

As an affiliate of Mu-
sic Teachers National 
Association, we share 
common objectives 
and values with musi-
cians and musical 
educators in all 50 
states.  

MTNA was founded 
in 1876 and is the 

oldest professional nonprofit music 
teachers association in the United 
States.  

We actively endorse the MTNA mis-
sion "to advance the value of music 
study and music making to society 
and to support the professionalism 
of music teachers".  

 

Our mission is to 
advance the value 
of music study and 

music making 
to society and to 

support the 
professionalism of  

music teachers. 

Welcome to Our Newest Members 
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Frank Hanson 

Dustin Bagstad* 

Daniel Ellis 

Michael Doerr* 

Rachel Badgley* 

Austin Kirckof* 

Ruth Seest* 

John Seddon 

Jonathan Smith* 

Helen Scott* 

Steven Ayers 

Megan Rasmussen* 

Amber Perkins* 

Jared Mielke* 

Kairlyn Witherspoon 

Sarah Williams* 

Alex Munger* 

Katie Nelson* 

Madeline Scholl* 

Tess Vogel* 

Katie Anderson* 

Gagriella Mukac* 

Elle Fearing* 

Emily Blandon Kovar* 

Jessica Castleberry* 

Tammy Li* 

Evan Newman* 

Marie Kaczmarek* 

Peter Breden* 

Mara Boecher* 

Caroline Senn 

Carl Rath 

 
 

 
*Denotes Collegiate Member 

About Our Organization 

Have You Moved? 

 

Membership Changes 

including renewals 

and address changes 

should be made on 

 the MTNA website 

by updating your 

member profile.  

 

www.MTNA.org 
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Local Associations  

CVMTA—Chippewa Valley Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Sue Seeger    smpiano88_keys@yahoo.com 

 

FVMTA—Fox Valley Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Lisa Lawrence    lawrence.lisa1@gmail.com 

 

GMC WMTA—Greater Milwaukee Chapter Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Betsy Hegwood    betsy_hegwood@yahoo.com 

 

KMTA—Kenosha Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Patricia Callahan-Schmidt    pcallahanschmidt@yahoo.com 

 

LAMTA—La Crosse Area Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Lisa Freedlund    lisafreedlund@yahoo.com 

 

MAMTA—Marshfield Area Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Gigi Plautz, MA    gigiplautz@charter.net 

 

MMTA—Michibago Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Arthur Johnson    johnsonat@lakeland.edu 

 

OAMTA—Oshkosh Area Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Madison McCarney    madison.mccarney@gmail.com 

 

RRMTA—Rock River Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Julie Hildebrandt    davidh53@frontier.com 

 

SAMTA—Superior Area Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Roberta Grube    /grube4@centurytel.net 

 

SCVMTA— St. Croix Valley Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Mary Anne Olvera    maolvera@baldwin-telecom.net 

 

SPAMTA—Stevens Point Area Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Gail Heywood    gailheywood0@gmail.com 

 

WAMTA—Wausau Area Music Teachers Association 

PRESIDENT: Kristine Koppela    koppela@charter.net 
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“Hands and Voices Shaping the Future” – that is MTNA’s 2014-15 

Membership Campaign.  They are encouraging everyone to help in-

crease the Association’s membership numbers.  The state with the most 

increase will be recognized at the 2015 Conference in Las Vegas.  Can 

we do it? 

 

How can you help?  If you are a Local Association leader, look for 

ways to get each of your current members active.  A person is more 

likely to continue membership if they have a role that contributes to the 

group.  They will be proud of their organization and more eager to in-

vite others to join.  Make it possible for potential members to “try” a 

meeting or two before joining. 

 

All members can look for colleagues who are not WMTA members and 

tell them what WMTA means to you.  Remind them of the benefits of 

thinking larger than their own private studios.  Help them to see the 

benefits that will come to them as well as to their students when they 

are part of a larger-than-themselves organization. 

 

Efforts are being made to let the Local Associations know of members 

in their area who could be invited to join the LA.  The continuing edu-

cation at the meetings and opportunities for students are two benefits of 

belonging to a LA. 

 

As your VP-Membership, I will try to share communications from 

MTNA regarding membership with the Local Association Presidents.  I 

also plan to be in touch with members who do not have email to keep 

them informed. 

 

At the State Conference in Stevens Point, first time conference atten-

dees and new WMTA members shared ideas and concerns over break-

fast on Saturday morning.  We hope to make this an event again next 

year. 

 

It was encouraging for me to meet the Collegiate members and listen to 

their session.  We have a great group of future teachers in our state! 

 

Arlyss Troge VP-Membership 

Membership Update 

Be sure to find 

 and “like” 

the Wisconsin Music 

Teachers Association 

 on Facebook! 
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Improvisation: Every Student, Every Lesson 
 

I would like to study the long-term effects on both students and teachers when improvisation is done weekly in 

the lesson.  “Every Student, Every Lesson” is an initiative that I would like to embrace along with other teachers 

who are willing to give it a try.  I am happy to help with teaching ideas for all levels and instruments.  My hope 

is that by doing a short improvisation exercise with every student every week, our teaching will be transformed 

right along with our students’ playing.  

 

If you would like to join me in this endeavor, please contact me at mary.f.vandeloo@lawrence.edu.  

News and Announcements 

Badger Collegiate Performance Competition 

2015 will feature the Badger Collegiate Performance Competition in March instead of May.  The WMTA board is 

hoping this will better accommodate the academic schedule of college students desiring to participate.  The 2015 

Badger Collegiate Performance Competition will be held on Saturday, March 21 at Lawrence University.  The 

postmark deadline for applications is February 21.  Rules, entry form, and more information will be available un-

der the “student events” tab at the new WMTA website:  wisconsinmusicteachers.com 

 

I look forward to this year’s competition, and hope many of your students will consider participating.  

Drea Wagner, NCTM, WMTA Badger Collegiate Performance Competition Chair  

Wanted: Piano Teachers for Let’s Play Music Graduates (ages 7-9) 

Let's Play Music is a music theory course that emphasizes total musicianship through piano, playing, 

singing, classical music, note reading, and ear training... and that's accomplished through 

play! The  Madison area will be graduating at least 20 LPM students this May, and more in coming 

years. After graduation from Let's play Music, we want our students moving into a setting that will retain 

and enhance  the skills and concepts learned in Let's Play Music. 

Thus, Let's Play Music is partnering with fine private teachers 

to help 'connect' the transition into a private studio set-

ting. Connections piano teachers are not affiliated with Let's 

Play Music, but are certified in the Let's Play Music method, 

providing the perfect transition from group classes to private 

lessons. By working together, we can ensure the best possible 

transition for our Let's Play Music students. 

Learn more about how to become a certi-

fied Connections teacher at www.letsplaymusicsite.com or 

contact LPM teacher Ann Cue at cues@chorus.net. 

mailto:mary.f.vandeloo@lawrence.edu
http://wisconsinmusicteachers.com/
http://www.letsplaymusicsite.com/
mailto:cues@chorus.net
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All teachers must use "Ovations" the new online registration system for entering students in auditions in 2015.  The 

system will be ready to go by January 1, 2015.  For any questions, stay in touch with your local auditions district 

chairperson.   See the table below that lists your district's audition date, entry deadline and chairperson.  

Other general questions about the WMTA auditions may be directed to: 

Rita Schuman, NCTM, WMTA District Auditions State Chair, tschoo@centurytel.net 

2015 District Auditions 
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10 points: 

Ann Basten 

Lisa Freedlund 

Tracy Jaquette 

Linda Johnson 

Norma Kretzschmar 

Kathleen Latzke-Daley 

Tricia Marton 

10 points: 

Jane Peckham 

Nicholas Phillips 

Emily Schultz 

Denise Taylor 

 

50 points: Jane Peckham 

75 points: Jane Peckham 

75 points: Drea Wagner 

100 points: Jane Peckham 

150 points: Roberta Grube 

225 points: Sandra Statz 

250 points: Gail Heywood 

275 points: David Reedy 

425 points: Barbara Froelich 

600 points: Katie Livingston 

WMTA was pleased to present 21 Teacher Awards of Excellence at the state conference banquet this year.  These awards 
are given to teachers whose students have participated in the WMTA Auditions and Badger Competitions.  For each 
plaque or bar a student receives, a teacher receives one point.  Teachers submit these totals by September 15 of each year 
and the awards are handed out at the state conference.  Congratulations to the following teachers who earned Teacher 
Awards of Excellence this year! 

Young Artist Festival of FVMTA to expand! 

 

Fox Valley Music Teachers Association announces the expansion of the Young Artist Festival, a day-long event 

which includes competitions, a clinic and a winners performance for students and teachers who reside in many coun-

ties of NE Wisconsin. The competitions will now include a Senior Piano Concerto Competition for Grades 9-12 

and a Senior String Competition for Grades 9-12 and a woodwind/brass competition. 

 

EXPOSITION – the morning of the festival  encompasses an Ensemble Competition, a Junior and Senior Piano Con-

certo Competition, a Junior and Senior String Competition, a Junior and Senior Young Voice Competition and a 

Woodwind/Brass competition for students and teachers of in many counties of NE Wisconsin. The young musicians 

benefit from verbal and written comments from college professors and are eligible for cash prizes. 

 

DEVELOPMENT - following the competitions. All entrants, as well as other interested students, parents and teach-

ers, come together for a performance-related clinic. 

 

RECAPITULATION – a winners’ recital and awards ceremony follow the clinic and is the “finale” of the Young Art-

ist Festival! 

 

The YAF will be Saturday, February 7, 2015 at the Lawrence Conservatory of Music, Shattuck Hall.  For more de-

tails, please see YAF Brochure at:  WWW.FVMTA.org/specialevents.     Contact: IsbillPiano@gmail.com 

Young Artist Festival 

Awardees receive a certificate for 10, 50, and 75 points, a personalized plaque for 100, 200, 400, 600 (etc.) points, and 
gold bars to put on those plaques for any other multiple of 25 points. Points may be submitted at any time to Drea 

Wagner, NCTM, Teacher Award of Excellence chair, at drea.e.wagner@gmail.com. Congratulations! 

Teacher Awards of Excellence 

http://WWW.FVMTA.org/specialevents
mailto:drea.e.wagner@gmail.com
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MTNA Foundation News 
 

Congratulations to Joan Davies, NCTM on being awarded the MTNA 

Foundation Fellow Award from WMTA. 

 

A silent auction took place at the WMTA State Conference to assist in 

funding the award for Joan.  The result was fantastic!  Over $600 was 

donated.  However, we are still accepting more donations. WMTA 

must submit a total of $1,000 in order to complete Joan’s nomination. 

 

It is not too late to submit your donation!  Make your check out to the 

MTNA Foundation and notate on your check that it goes toward the 

Joan Davies MTNA Foundation Fellow Award. 

 

Mail it directly to MTNA Headquarters: 

441 Vine St., Ste. 3100 

Cincinnati, OH 45202-3004 

 

Thank you to those that bid and purchased a basket and made personal 

donations.  Thank you to the following local associations that donated 

baskets and other items for the silent auction. 

 

Greater Milwaukee Chapter 

Stevens Point Area MTA 

Fox Valley MTA 

St. Croix Valley MTA – 2 baskets 

Rock River MTA 

Marshfield Area MTA 

Kenosha MTA 

Superior Area MTA 

Michibago MTA 

 

Laura A. Swenson, NCTM 

State Foundation Chair 

MTNA Foundation News 

PROFESSIONAL 
SUPPORT LINE 

 
 
 
 
 

MTNA provides free 
counsel for members. 

 
Contact the MTNA 

National Headquarters 
with any business or 

pedagogical questions. 
 

(888) 512-5278 
-or- 

 professional 
support@mtna.org  

 
They will gladly assist 
you in areas such as 
business plans, con-
tracts, copyright con-

cerns, legal standards, 
property acquisition, 
zoning laws, partner-

ships, grants, acoustic 
building standards, 

ASCAP matters, certifi-
cation, teacher develop-
ment, group affiliations, 
music supplies, equip-
ment purchasing, les-
son plans, customer 

fees, health insurance 
and teacher networking. 

mailto:professionalsupport@mtna.org
mailto:professionalsupport@mtna.org
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A MONSTER PIANO CONCERT! 
 

What is black and white with 32-48 hands and hundreds of fingers? 

 

With the support of Heid Music, twenty-six members of Fox Valley Music Teachers Association (FVMTA) pro-

duced a Monster Piano Concert involving over 200 students and family members on Saturday, November 15 at 

Fox Valley Lutheran High School. 

 

A mix of five lovely grand pianos and three exciting digital pianos created a “symphony of keyboards” conducted by 

several teachers, two of whom participated in earlier concerts as students! Joslyn Vandermause, Kathryn Isbill, 

Donna Dahm and Laura Rothe assumed the batons as the conducting team. 

 

The evening concert, divided into “Here, there, Everywhere” (obvious nod to the Beatles) featured a variety of musi-

cal styles from patriotic and folk to Broadway and movie themes. Two student vocalists, students of Carol Jegen, 

and the Murphy Family Quartet added variety to the program of twenty-one pieces.  The musical event ended with a 

teacher finale, including a Mendelssohn “Song Without Words” and “Champagne Toccata” (William Gillock) 

played at the first such concert in 1990 – accompanied by a bubble machine! 

 

Eileen Herrling, one of many FVMTA teachers who has been involved in all 12 such concerts, observed: 

“My students have gained much valuable experience in playing ensembles and watching a conductor.  These skills 

help them be better accompanists, church musicians, band and orchestra players.  And, it’s been a lot of fun. . . they 

have a large ensemble of which they are a part.” 

 

Large piano ensembles historically date back to the late 19th century but the logistics of such productions make them 

a rarity. “There are relatively few communities in the country that can organize this type of piano concert. We are 

very lucky to have the local support of Heid Music, a city full of musical and artistic people, and (as one of my col-

leagues put it) the "small village" of piano teachers that it takes to make a monster(piano) concert possible. Best of 

all, my students eagerly ask me when the next concert will be, so that is a good sign that our efforts are creating a 

worthwhile experience!” contributes Vandermause. 

 

The duets and trios featured many family members 

joining their offspring as well as high school stu-

dents playing more difficult parts with younger stu-

dents.  Preparation began last spring with the music 

selection, followed by the duet pairings and practic-

ing. Many pieces were gleaned from new duet mate-

rial presented at the 2014 MTNA National Conven-

tion in Chicago. 

 

Funds raised at Saturday’s performance will be 

marked for teacher education, student scholarship, 

and concert expenses.  

 

Barbara Froelich, NCTM 

FVMTA Concert Chair 

Interest Article 
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“What is black and white 

with 32-48 hands and 

hundreds of fingers?” 
 

(Pictures from the Monster Piano 

Concert on November 15th, 2014.) 
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Arts Advocacy 

A Call to Arts Advocacy 
 

Greetings from your Arts Awareness & Advocacy Chair! I am excited and honored to be repre-

senting you in this position on the WMTA board. I am a recent college graduate and currently 

operate an independent piano teaching studio with 27 students. I am passionate about spread-

ing my love of music, particularly the piano, to the next generation of upcoming musicians! 

 

Many times when we hear the term arts advocacy, we think of lobbyists in Madison campaign-

ing for more funding or better arts programs. While this description may certainly be a part of 

arts advocacy, I believe it is so much more. All of us, by being music teachers, as well as mem-

bers of WMTA, are advocates for the arts! Every time you pay your annual dues, adjudicate an 

audition, teach a lesson, help a student compose, give a recital, or encourage your students to 

attend a local symphony concert, you are advocating for the arts! You are a vital connection in 

your local arts community. Your students will be the future participants in and donors to the 

arts. Yet, quite often, independent music teachers tend to be isolated, unaware of the avenues 

and opportunities to reach out and support the arts in their communities. I would like to en-

courage each one of you to look at how you advocate for the arts in your studio or teaching en-

vironment. What could you do to improve in this area? What organizations could you high-

light?  What opportunities might be available to your students? 

 

As we move forward, I would like to highlight a few of our goals for the Arts Awareness & Ad-

vocacy position. The first is to determine how this position can benefit the members of 

WMTA, as well as the organization itself.  There are many fabulous arts opportunities for 

teachers and students in our state, yet many may be unaware of these outlets for development 

and growth.   

 

Secondly, we are aware of the need to promote WMTA as an arts advocacy organization. We 

would like to see WMTA grow & have independent music teachers all over the state realize 

that they can’t afford NOT to be a part of this organization.  It is important for others to view 

WMTA as an organization that promotes arts advocacy and realize the benefits of being in-

volved in WMTA. 

 

I would welcome any concerns or ideas you have regarding the arts advocacy position and how 

you think WMTA can help promote the arts in your area. 

 

Please feel free to contact me at bjhartlaub@ghartlaub.com.  

Bethany Hartlaub, Arts Awareness & Advocacy Chairperson 

mailto:bjhartlaub@ghartlaub.com
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Obituary 

In Memory of  Helen C. (Hsiang) Chang 
 

Helen C. (Hsiang) Chang was born July 20, 1937 to 
Cheng-Tze Chiang and Edward Hsiang in Shanghai, 

China. The Hsiang family moved repeatedly during 
World War II and, in 1949, left the mainland for Taiwan. 
During these years, Helen learned to speak several Chi-

nese dialects, including Mandarin, Shanghainese, and 
Cantonese. She distinguished herself and her family by 

being the top female high school student in Taiwan in her 
year. Her scores were so high that she was allowed to en-
ter college without having to sit the national exam. 

 
After high school, she emigrated to the United States, 
graduating from Mount Mercy College in May, 1960, 

with a Bachelor of Arts in English and a minor in psy-
chology. Her final year of coursework was done at Co-
lumbia University. Helen married Nai Lin Chang and 

moved to Appleton, Wisconsin, where they remained to 
raise their family. As her children became involved in the 

musical community, she returned to her piano, an early 
love, and became a piano teacher. Helen first began teaching piano in 1972. She returned to 
school, graduating from the Lawrence Conservatory in 1980 with a Bachelor of Arts in piano 

pedagogy. She simultaneously obtained teaching certificates for the Suzuki method. Helen 
quickly became known for her creative approach to teaching, tailoring her method to each stu-
dent's needs. Known as "Mrs. Chang" to her students, she maintained a private studio until 

2014.  
 

During her 42 years as a teacher she taught over 300 area students, with some coming from as 
far away as Green Bay. Helen was a member of the Music Teachers National Association, the 
Wisconsin Music Teachers Association, and the Suzuki Association of the Americas. Her stu-

dents have earned many distinctions, including soloing with the Fox Valley Symphony Or-
chestra, soloing for the WMTA teachers luncheon, and placing first at numerous state compe-
titions. Several have gone on to make their careers in music.  

 
Helen died peacefully on November 12, 2014 of multiple myeloma at Mayo Clinic.  

 
She is survived by her husband, Nai Lin Chang; her daughters, Tai Deborah (Davis Terry), 
Huan Justina (Robert Stauffer), Lan Samantha (Robert Caputo), and Ling Patricia (Joseph 

Finnin); grandchildren (Rick, Will, Alden, Sophia, Justin, Antonia), and her brothers, Harry 
Hsiang (Nancy) and Henry Hsiang (Gladys). Her daughters will miss her for her drive and de-
termination, wisdom, and sense of humor as well as her high standards.  
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Memories from 2014 Conference 

Our 2014 Annual Conference took place in Stevens Point, Wisconsin on October 24-25. This years 
performances and sessions focused on the theme “Music Past, Music Future.” Thank you to everybody 
who attended conference and especially to those who shared their time, talents and resources to help 
make the event so successful.  

Member of Year Award Recipients (Left to Right): Jennifer Burton, Lisa Zwiefelhofer, Tricia Marton, Mary Tollefson, Joan 

Davies and Rebecca Wilkinson. Not Pictures: Maggie Hendrick, Joan Gratton and Amy Meinholz.  

Executive Board (Left to Right): Rachel Fritz-Treasurer, Catherine Walby-

President, Arlyss Troge-2nd VP Membership, Gail Heywood-1st VP Conferences 

President-Elect Candidates: Arthur 

Johnson and Nicholas Phillips 
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Save the Date 
 

The 2015 Conference will be October 23-24. 
Blue Harbor Resort in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 

 
Concert guest artist will be 

Van Cliburn Silver Medalist, Panayis Lyras. 

Now accepting session proposals for next year's 

conference! Visit our website for more   

details...proposal deadline is December 31, 2014. 
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WMTA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Holiday Inn and Convention Center, Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

October 23, 2014 – 8:00-10:00pm 

 

In attendance: Catherine Walby, Gail Heywood, Nancy Burman, Mary Tollefson, Rita Schuman, Owen Lovell, Bethany Hartlaub,  

Dorie Peterson, Lisa Zwiefelhofer, Kayme Henkel, Drea Wagner, Arlyss Troge, Rachel Fritz, Sandy Ryan and Katie Butler. 

 

Call to Order 8:14pm by President, Catherine Walby.  Welcome and introductions. 

Adoption of the Agenda – Nancy Burman motion, Gail Heywood second. 

Approval of Minutes –Approved by consensus.  

Officer Reports  

President – Catherine Walby, NCTM – Mary Tollefson and Dorie Petersen will both be stepping down from the board. 

Justin Krueger is the new Certification chair, Owen Lovell is the new college Faculty Forum and Lisa Zwiefelholfer 

is the new Local Association Chair.  

Immediate Past President – Gail Heywood, NCTM – No Report. 

1st VP-Conference – Gail Heywood, NCTM – Registration has been tremendously successful this year. We are asking 

that attendees complete the after conference survey. Gail recommends instigating an online registration process for 

conference in future years. The 2015 conference will take place on October 23-24, 2015 at the Blue Harbor Resort 

and Conference Center in Sheboygan, Wisconsin.  We are currently accepting submissions for presentations. Gail 

also pointed out that we do pay presenters even though MTNA does not. The board agreed to continue paying them 

as it demonstrates the professionalism of our organization. She also pointed out that we have not raised the registra-

tion rates since 2007, however, our expenses continue to go up. We already do not break even on the fee, and we con-

tinue to lose more money each year. The board discussed various options. After the group discussion, Mary Tollefson 

moved to raise conference levels to $125 Early Bird, $135 regular and $145 onsite rates. College students will be $55 

without the banquet fee and have the option to add the food cost if desired. Nancy Burman seconded. Motion passes 

unanimously. Discussion was made regarding timing barriers to collegiate attendance at conference.  The board dis-

cussed financial options for submitting conference registrations online and is in support of further research for this 

option next year.  
2nd VP-Membership – Arlyss Troge – National MTNA membership is down almost 10% from last year. The current 

WMTA membership is 445 as of October 9th.  The board discussed possible reasons for the continual drop in mem-

bership. Local Associations need to be more proactive with recruitment and retention.  

Treasurer – Rachel Fritz – Once all remaining conference expenses come through, we are on track to be financially 

negative at about $1500. Full numbers will be shared in February.  The board members recently started submitting 

budgets. While this is a good step forward, the numbers do not balance. Regardless, this process will continue to help 

us plan in advance. Rachel plans to have a preliminary budget in place for February that will then be voted on in 

June. The association does have money in reserve, but this amount continues to go down each year and the instigation 

of the new budget will keep us on track financially. 

Program Chair Reports 

Arts Awareness and Advocacy – Bethany Hartlaub – All the Board members completed a survey during the past meet-

ing and three issues were repeatedly mentioned. First, we need to promote arts opportunities and being better aware 

of events our local areas. Second, the importance of educating the public on the importance of private music teachers. 

Third, was the need to promote WMTA as an arts advocacy organization as a whole. Promoting the awareness of 

WMTA will also help promote membership as a whole. The board discussed how communication is pivotal to help-

ing members, parents and students to be aware of opportunities. The website will continue to be an important tool for 

members and non-members. As a group, we are advocating for music and education, for music teachers and for the 

association as a whole. The board discussed focusing projects and goals in these specific areas.  

Badger Collegiate Competition – Drea Wagner, NCTM – The 2015 Badger Collegiate Performance Competition will 

be on Saturday, March 21 at Lawrence University. The board is hoping to better accommodate the academic schedule 

of college students who want to participate by moving the month. Postmark deadline for applications is February 21, 

2015. 

Badger Keyboard Competition – Kayme Henkel, NCTM – Al three sites are confirmed and scheduled for May 16, 

2015. They will be, UW-Oshkosh for Northeast, UW-Eau Claire for Northwest and UW-Parkside for Southern. 

Kayme is focusing on efforts that can be completed in advance to keep tasks from piling up so close to the event 

since she is expecting a child in April. Site chairs and teachers will need to pay attention to the deadlines this coming 
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 year. The website will have far more reference information this year including competition schedule. Teachers will 

need to know what their student ID numbers are to keep track of the student schedule.  Deadline April 1. 

Badger Vocal/Instrumental Competition – Nancy Burman, NCTM – This year we are going to combine keyboard 

and non-keyboard to help with logistical planning. Oshkosh has enough rooms for both events. In the future, Vocal/

Instrumental will probably move around to the site that has room to accommodate the students. Site chairs will make 

sure students who are in more than one area are scheduled accordingly.  In the effort to continually be more inclusive, 

we will always call this chair Vocal/Instrumental rather than non-keyboard.  Deadline April 1. 

College Faculty Representative – Owen Lovell, NCTM – In the past we have had a college faculty showcase during 

conference. Owen recommends adding this back again next year or the following. We will also be integrating more 

communication and resources for collegiate faculty and students.  

District Auditions – Rita Schuman, NCTM – The Ovations site is now up and running. Updated district information 

including a new handbook is now posted on the new website.  

High School Virtuoso Competition – Mary Tollefson, NCTM – Five students performed this year on October 17th. The 

board discussed having the competitions at the conference but  didn’t come to any conclusion. It would depend 

greatly on the space and what kind of additional fees would be incurred. 

Independent Music Teachers Forum – Sandra Ryan – Sandra has been more involved in committee meetings. She 

continually hears feedback about the same two things, communication and finances. 

Local Associations – Dorie Petersen, NCTM – We still have several members who are not tied into a local association. 

All the members of the year are posted in this year’s conference program. This will make them available to every-

body. The new website now has several resources for Local Associations including links to MTNA’s resources for 

membership retention. The board discussed the percentage of members who are missing out on the positive aspects of 

a local association and how to better encourage this participating. The new chair, Lisa Zwiefelhofer, was asked to 

check with MTNA about the legality of requiring local association membership as well as the possibility of creating 

an online association for those who are too far away from a local. 

Standing Committee Reports 

Ovation – Suzanne Fauser – Not Present.  A written summary included a list of what has been done to date and what is 

yet to be done. 

Central Office / Website – Katie Butler –The new website is scheduled to go live this weekend once conference is over. 

All the members will receive an email with the new link. Tools, resources and updates will continue to move for-

ward. The deadline for the December Newsletter is November 15th. Any submissions can be emailed to Katie in the 

central office at wisconsinmta@gmail.com. In the past, the webmaster was in charge of everything regarding the 

website. The position is still valuable, but the central office is performing many of the maintenance tasks. The board 

discussed the stipend and how it is currently being used. The finance committee will discuss this further at a later 

date.  

Nominating Committee – Rita Schuman, NCTM – At the beginning of the Saturday luncheon business meeting, Rita 

will announce the vote, take nominations from the floor, and proceed with voting. The votes will be counted during 

the meeting and announced at the end. Next year we will be nominating on Treasurer and both Vice Presidents.  

Old Business 

None 

New Business 

WSMA List – We are now charged to use this list. The cost is annual. The board discussed the benefits of purchasing the 

list and methods of availability that are already available for members and determined that we would not purchase the 

list.  

Local Association Grants – Catherine Walby, NCTM - Six local associations requested and were approved for these 

grants.  

Local Association Surveys – Catherine Walby, NCTM – As a reminder, legally, the Local Associations can only ask 

about historical data and members may not set prices amongst each other.  Local associations are, however, welcome 

to do surveys.  If in doubt about content, consult MTNA. 

MTNA has a member of the year award at the national level. We haven’t nominated any individuals in the past but 

should consider doing so. 

Announcements – The next executive meeting will be via teleconference on February 6, 2015 from 10:00am – 12:00pm.  The MTNA 

website includes state portals for each state.  Each chairperson is listed as well as all local association, college chapters and 

several events. 

Adjournment at 10:51pm Owen Lovell moved to close, Dorie Petersen seconded.  

mailto:wisconsinmta@gmail.com
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WMTA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
Holiday Inn and Convention Center, Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

October 25, 2014, 11:30am  

 

In attendance: Catherine Walby, Gail Heywood, Arlyss Troge, Rachel Fritz, Bethany Hartlaub, Drea Wagner, Kayme Henkel, Nancy Bur-

man, Owen Lovell, Nicholas Phillips, Rita Schuman, Mary Tollefson, Sandra Ryan, Dorie Petersen, Justin Krueger, Mary Tollefson, 

Laura Swenson, Diane Wilson, Elisabeth Daniels, Lisa Zwiefelhofer, Katie Butler and members at large. 

Regrets: Peggy Otwell, Christine Groth, Luke Talen, Monica Scholz, Suzanne Fauser. 

 

Call to Order/Welcome  12:05pm by President, Catherine Walby. 

Adoption of the Agenda – Nancy Burman motion, second Dorie Petersen. 

Approval of Minutes- Rachel Fritz motion, Emily Schultz second. 

Officer Reports 

President – Catherine Walby, NCTM – Mary Tollefson and Dorie Petersen will both be stepping down from the board. 

Justin Krueger is the new Certification chair, Owen Lovell is the new college Faculty Forum and Lisa Zwiefelholfer is 

the new Local Association Chair. 

Immediate Past President – Gail Heywood, NCTM – No Report. 

1st VP-Conference – Gail Heywood, NCTM – Registration has been tremendously successful this year. Gail thanked eve-

rybody who assisted in conference planning and preparations. We are asking that attendees please complete the after 

conference survey. 
2nd VP-Membership – Arlyss Troge – National MTNA membership is down almost 10% from last year. The current 

WMTA membership is 445 as of October 9th. Local Associations need to be more proactive with recruitment and reten-

tion. 

Treasurer – Rachel Fritz – Though numbers are not complete, we expect a financial loss for the conference. The board 

members recently started submitting budgets. While this is a good step forward, the numbers do not currently balance. 

This process will continue to help us plan in advance. Ms. Fritz plans to have a rough draft of the budget for February, 

to vote on in June. While the association does have money in reserve, this amount continues to go down each year. 

Program Chair Reports 

Archivist – Monica Scholz, not present – The following items were collected this past year to be saved for WMTA; Re-

ports from Executive Board Meetings and Administrative Council Meetings, MTNA Foundation Fund, and quarterly 

newsletters. 

Arts Awareness and Advocacy – Bethany Hartlaub – Board members completed a survey during the past meeting and 

three issues were repeatedly mentioned. First, we need to promote arts opportunities and being better aware of events in 

our local areas. Second, the importance of educating the public on the importance of private music teachers. Third, was 

the need to promote WMTA as an arts advocacy organization as a whole. Promoting the awareness of WMTA will also 

help promote membership as a whole. 

Badger Collegiate Competition – Drea Wagner, NCTM – The 2014 Collegiate Competition was this May and the 2015 

competition will be moving to March 21 in hopes of allowing more students to participate. This is open to all instru-

ments and voice. 

Badger Keyboard Competition – Kayme Henkel, NCTM – All three sites are confirmed and scheduled for May 16, 2015. 

Ms. Henkel is asking that everyone be strict in observing deadlines.  She will be completing paperwork as early as pos-

sible this year.  The WMTA website will have site schedules so please ask that parents consult the website first, teacher 

second.  The state office and state chair should not be hearing directly from parents.  The Badger deadline for both key-

board and Vocal/Instrumental is April 1st. 

Badger Vocal/Instrumental Competition – Nancy Burman, NCTM – This year we are going to combine keyboard and 

non-keyboard to help with planning. Oshkosh has enough rooms for both events. In the future, Vocal/Instrumental will 

probably move around to the site that has room to accommodate the students. Site chairs will make sure students who 

are in more than one area are scheduled accordingly. 

College Faculty Forum – Owen Lovell, NCTM – In the past we have had a college faculty showcase during conference. 

Owen recommends adding this back again next year or the following. We will also be integrating more communication 

and resources for collegiate faculty and students. 

Composer Commissioning – Nicholas Phillips – We enjoyed hearing from Dr. Christos Tsitaros this morning with the 

2014 piece, Three Preludes. The commissioned composer for 2015 is Dr. Stacy Garrop. 

Composition Competition – Peggy Otwell, not present- Complete results for the competition in May as well as the 

MTNA competition in September were provided.  She encouraged teachers to enter students. 

District Auditions – Rita Schuman, NCTM – The Ovations site is now up and running for everyone. Keep in touch with 

your district chairs for questions. Updated district information including a new handbook is now posted on the new web-

site. 

High School Virtuoso Competition – Mary Tollefson, NCTM – Five students competed this year on October 17th. 
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Independent Music Teachers Forum – Sandy Ryan – Sandy has been more involved in com-

mittee meetings and the WMTA Constitution and By-Laws committee. She continually 

hears feedback about the same two things, communication and finances. The FTC investiga-

tion has made us look more closely at our goals as a professional organization. 

Local Associations – Dorie Petersen, NCTM – We still have several members who are not tied 

into a local association. All the members of the year are listed in this year’s conference pro-

gram. This will make them available to everybody. The new website now has several re-

sources for Local Associations including links to MTNA’s resources for membership reten-

tion. The board discussed the percentage of members who are missing out on the positive 

aspects of a local association and how to better encourage this participating. 

MTNA Certification – Justin Krueger, NCTM – About 10% of our current membership are 

currently certified. We should look towards improving that. Remember that WMTA will 

fully reimburse members once they receive certification. 

MTNA Chamber Music/Young Artist Comp – Mary Tollefson, NCTM – We have several 

competitors moving on to the divisional level.  A complete listing was provided in the re-

port. 

MTNA Foundation – Laura Swenson, NCTM – Laura attended the MTNA Foundation meet-

ing in Chicago and received clarification about the Legacy Society. She found out a member 

does not need to donate vast sums of money to become a member of the Legacy Society. An 

easy way to join is to write a percentage of money into your will for MTNA. 

MTNA Jr. & Sr. Performance Competition – Christine Groth, NCTM, not present 

(overseeing recital preparation)- A complete listing of results was included in a written re-

port.  Thank you to volunteers who assisted on the day of competitions. 

Teacher Award of Excellence, Drea Wagner, NCTM – We presented twenty one awards of 

excellence during our Friday night banquet. Updated and clarified information about this 

program is now posted on the new website. 

Technology – Luke Talen, not present-Via written report, Mr. Talen encouraged members to 

contact him with technology questions.  He is also overseeing the WMTA Facebook page. 

Theory – Diane Wilson – For this year we will use Series B test. Printing tests will now have 

the student’s names right on them so there are no labels. 

Webmaster – Elisabeth Daniels – The new website is now live. Further announcements and 

emails will be sent to the membership as the final updates are put in place. 

Old Business/Standing Committee Reports 

Ovation – Suzanne Fauser, not present- A brief written update was given for the system. 

Central Office – Katie Butler –The new website is scheduled to go live this weekend once conference 

is over. All the members will receive an email with the new link. Tools, resources and updates will 

continue to move forward. The new website will also allow members to add their personal sites onto 

the website. Any submissions for the website or newsletter can be emailed to Katie in the central 

office at wisconsinmta@gmail.com. As a reminder, the deadline for the December Newsletter is No-

vember 15th. 

Finance – Rachel Fritz – See treasurer’s report.  The finance committee is active, primarily via 

email. 

New Business 

Nominating Committee – Rita Schuman, NCTM – Ballots were distributed at the beginning 

of the meeting and the two candidates were introduced.  Nominations were opened to the 

floor at which point Nancy Burman motioned, Rachel Fritz seconded, to close the floor.  

Katie Butler collected the ballots for counting.  Katie Butler, Rita Schuman, Joan Davies 

and Carmen Shaw counted the ballots in a different room.  Following all other reports, it 

was announced that Nicholas Phillips will be president-elect for the next year, transitioning 

to president at the October 2015 conference. 

Summary of Executive Board Actions – Catherine Walby, NCTM – Next board meeting is 

February 6 from 10am-noon via conference call.  The board voted to raise conference by 

$15 for each kind of registration.  Costs have risen and we haven’t raised rates in several 

years.  The administrative council will meet on June 5 in Waunakee 

Announcements – The next annual business meeting will be at WMTA State Conference next year.  Thank 

you to outgoing chairs, Mary Tollefson and Dorie Petersen.  Thank you to all those who volunteer.  

If you would like to volunteer but haven’t been asked, let someone know about your interest.  Attend 

the East Central Division competitions January 17 at Lawrence University.  

Adjournment at 1:15pm, Dorie Petersen motion, Kayme Henkel second. 
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1005 Quinn Drive, #158 

Waunakee, WI 53597 

Phone: 608-850-1033 

Email: wmta@wmta.net 

Web: www.wmta.net 

Advertise Here 
The WMTA Newsletter is published four times a year during the months of 

February, May, August and December. The deadline for sending submissions 

is the 1st of the month before the issue publishes. Please contact our central 

office to learn more about the requirements and opportunities for advertising 

in this and other WMTA publications. 

Full Page Ad (8.5” x 11”) $100 

Half Page Ad (8.5 x 5.5”) $50 

Quarter Page Ad (4.25” x 5.5”) $25 

Eighth Page Ad (4.25” x 2.75”) $15 

 

Member Submissions 
All WMTA members may submit relevant announcements or articles to be 

published in the newsletter. All submissions should be submitted 2 to 4 weeks 

in advance and must be received by the 15th day of the month prior to issue 

date or they will not be included and are subject to space availability. All Au-

gust newsletter submissions must be received by the 1st of July.  

To propose information, please email the central office with potential text and 

pictures. All text should be concise and edited for content, spelling and grammar. 

Photos should be clear, high resolution and ready for publication. All content is 

subject to approval before it can be included.  

CENTRAL 
OFFICE 

 

1005 Quinn Drive, #158 
Waunakee, WI 53597 

 
Phone: 

608-850-1033 
 

Email: 
wmta@wmta.net 

 
Website: 

Web: www.wmta.net 


